
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H11485 October 20, 2009 
receipts for the year fell 16.6 percent 
overall, while spending soared 18.2 per-
cent. Consequently, the annual deficit 
rose 212 percent to the record dollar 
amount of $1.42 trillion, from $455 bil-
lion a year earlier.’’ 

I continue to read from this article: 
‘‘As a result, the country is very near 

to breaching its so-called ‘‘debt ceil-
ing,’’ currently set at $12.1 trillion. 
Lawmakers, however, are expected to 
vote to raise that ceiling this fall.’’ 

I further share with the House: 
‘‘In August, the OMB projected a 10- 

year deficit of $9 trillion, assuming 
President Obama’s 2010 budget pro-
posals are put in place. A deficit of 
that magnitude means the debt held by 
the public would approach 82 percent of 
gross domestic product. That’s double 
the 41 percent recorded in 2008. 

‘‘The 10-year forecast as well as the 
longer-term outlook are considered 
unsustainable. The GAO further cau-
tioned that the yawning deficit prob-
lems should be addressed sooner rather 
than later. The longer action to deal 
with the Nation’s long-term fiscal out-
look is delayed, the larger the change 
will need to be, increasing the likeli-
hood that they will be disruptive and 
destabilizing.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I wanted to share 
that tonight with the House because 
whether you be a Republican, which I 
am, or a Democrat, this country needs 
to understand that no longer can it 
take care of the world, because we 
can’t even take care of our own Nation. 

I want to make reference just briefly 
to a book that I read a couple of years 
ago that I would recommend to each 
Member of Congress. And if I could buy 
it for each Member of Congress, I 
would, but I cannot. It is called ‘‘Day 
of Reckoning’’ by Pat Buchanan. The 
book ‘‘Day of Reckoning’’ reminds 
America what has happened to other 
great nations, whether it be England, 
Spain or France. These nations went 
down the road where they believed in 
building empires around the world and 
making everybody be like they are. 
They all collapsed in a matter of years. 
Rome is probably the best example of a 
nation that felt that it could go and 
create other entities around the world, 
and they failed, as well. 

So, Madam Speaker, in closing, I 
would like to ask unanimous consent 
to put the entire article from 
CNNMoney.com into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, I thank 

you very much. And I hope that we in 
Congress, as we debate not only the 
health bill, but other bills, determine 
how we’re going to pay for it. Is it fair 
for our grandchildren to pick up the 
debt of those of us today who are irre-
sponsible to our responsibility of main-
taining a frugal government? 

And with that, Madam Speaker, as I 
always do, I want to ask God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform. I 

want to ask God in His loving arms to 
hold the families who have given a 
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And Madam Speaker, I want 
to ask God to please give wisdom, 
strength and courage to the President 
of the United States. And I ask three 
times, God please, God please, God 
please continue to bless America. 

[From CNNMoney.com, Oct. 16, 2009] 
U.S. DEFICIT BIGGEST SINCE 1945 

OBAMA ADMINISTRATION CLOSES THE BOOKS ON 
FISCAL 2009: FALLING REVENUE PLUS SOARING 
SPENDING LEADS TO A $1.42 TRILLION DEFICIT 

(BY JEANNE SAHADI) 
The Obama administration on Friday said 

the government ran a $1.42 trillion deficit in 
fiscal year 2009. 

That made it the worst year on record 
since World War II, according to data from 
the Treasury and the White House Office of 
Management and Budget. 

Tax receipts for the year fell 16.6% overall, 
while spending soared 18.2%. The rising un-
employment, the economic slowdown and the 
extraordinary measures taken by lawmakers 
to stem the economic meltdown that hit in 
fall 2008. 

Consequently, the annual deficit rose 212% 
to the record dollar amount of $1.42 trillion, 
from $455 billion a year earlier. 

As a share of the economy, the deficit ac-
counted for 10% of gross domestic product, 
up from 3.2% in 2008. As breathtaking as that 
may be, it’s still not in the same strato-
sphere as the 1945 deficit, which hit 21% of 
GDP. 

PERFECT DEFICIT COCKTAIL MIX 
Fiscal year 2009, which ended Sept. 30, had 

all the right ingredients for a recordbreaking 
deficit. 

While tax revenue overall took a big hit, 
corporate receipts led the way, falling 55%. 
Individual income tax revenue fell 20%. 

At the same time spending jumped in large 
part because of the various economic and fi-
nancial rescue measures undertaken. The 
Treasury and the OMB noted that the $700 
billion Troubled Asset Relief Program and 
the $787 billion American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, not all of which has been used, 
accounted for 24% of the deficit total. 

As a result, the country is very near to 
breaching its so-called debt ceiling, cur-
rently set at $12.1 trillion. Lawmakers, how-
ever, are expected to vote to raise that ceil-
ing this fall. 

At the end of September, the country’s 
total debt—which is an accumulation of all 
annual deficits to date plus other obliga-
tions—stood at $11.9 trillion. 

THE LONG-TERM VIEW 
In August, the OMB projected a 10-year 

deficit of $9 trillion, assuming President 
Obama’s 2010 budget proposals are put in 
place. 

A deficit of that magnitude means the debt 
held by the public would approach 82% of 
gross domestic product. That’s double the 
41% recorded in 2008. 

Most budget experts blanch at the thought, 
especially given that the country’s fiscal fu-
ture was already a source of concern before 
the economic crisis because of expected 
shortfalls over time in funding for Medicare 
and Social Security. 

The financial and economic meltdowns of 
the past year have accelerated the strain on 
federal coffers. So much so that now the 10- 
year forecast as well as the longer-term out-
look are considered unsustainable, according 
to deficit experts William Gale and Alan 
Auerbach. 

In a report this week, the Government Ac-
countability Office noted that the deficits 

born from the financial crisis are not the 
biggest crux of the problem. 

‘‘While a lot of attention has been given to 
the recent fiscal deterioration, the federal 
government faces even larger fiscal chal-
lenges that will persist long after the return 
of financial stability and economic growth,’’ 
the GAO said. 

The GAO further cautioned that the yawn-
ing deficit problems should be addressed 
sooner rather than later. 

‘‘The longer action to deal with the na-
tion’s long-term fiscal outlook is delayed, 
the larger the changes will need to be, in-
creasing the likelihood that they will be dis-
ruptive and destabilizing.’’ 

The Obama administration is promising to 
put a plan in place to lessen the deficit when 
the economy recovers. 

‘‘It was critical that we acted to bring the 
economy back from the brink earlier this 
year. As we move from rescue to recovery, 
the president recognizes that we need to put 
the nation back on a fiscally sustainable 
path,’’ said OMB director Peter Orszag in a 
statement. ‘‘As part of the FY2011 budget 
policy process, we are considering proposals 
to put our country back on firm fiscal foot-
ing.’’ 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KING of New York addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONDURAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise tonight to once again express 
my strong support for the elections 
scheduled to take place in Honduras on 
November 29. Though much of the re-
cent news coming out of Honduras has 
been focused on the current round of 
talks between the representatives of 
Manuel Zelaya and the current Hon-
duran Government, one thing has re-
mained constant through it all: The 
Honduran elections that are scheduled 
to take place on November 29. 

The most recent talks began with 
both sides agreeing that the elections 
should proceed ahead as planned. Pre-
dictably, however, now that Zelaya is 
realizing that he won’t be able to jump 
back into his throne of power as easily 
as he expected, he and his supporters 
have started to call for boycotts and 
nonrecognition of the elections. Not 
surprisingly, Zelaya’s ALBA fan club, 
headed by Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez, 
got together this weekend in Bolivia. 
The ALBA league of oppressors and 
dictators-in-waiting issued a statement 
stating that neither the Honduran elec-
toral process nor its outcomes should 
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be recognized by the international 
community unless Zelaya has been re-
stored to power. 

The United States must have no part 
in these efforts. They are undermining 
and delegitimizing the Honduran elec-
tion. We have got to make sure that we 
recognize the validity of this process, 
and we should say to the world that we 
must recognize the free will of the Hon-
duran people to express their desires in 
the ballot box. 

The United States cannot play 
wingman to tyrants who dismiss funda-
mental civil liberties and forsake con-
stitutional commitment. We should be 
proud of our democratic standards and 
not fear standing alone, if necessary, 
against those who work against the 
freedom agenda. 

Despite tremendous world pressure 
and punishment, the people of Hon-
duras have remained true to their de-
mocracy and their constitution. And 
the November 29 elections are just one 
more testament to their unwavering 
commitment. 

Tomorrow I will be hosting a Mem-
bers briefing, open to all Members, Re-
publicans and Democrats, with the 
members of the Honduran Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal. This will afford an 
opportunity for Members from both 
sides of the aisle to discuss the meas-
ures being undertaken in Honduras to 
ensure that the November elections 
proceed as scheduled. I invite all of my 
colleagues again to please join us for 
this important discussion. Although we 
may have differing views regarding the 
approach that the United States has 
taken to the situation in Honduras, I’m 
hopeful that free, fair, clean and trans-
parent elections is the way that we can 
all unite. 

b 1945 

This is a concept that all Americans 
should agree. U.S. policy has histori-
cally recognized and even encouraged 
the implementation of elections as a 
necessary step to moving forward from 
an untenable political situation. Just 
this past August, as a matter of fact, 
Secretary of State Clinton visited An-
gola, where she emphasized repeatedly 
the importance of holding timely, free, 
and fair presidential elections in An-
gola. 

Each year, the United States spends 
millions and millions of our tax dollars 
to support elections through our demo-
cratic form of government and to make 
sure that we promote governance pro-
grams around the world. So why, then, 
does the U.S. commitment to and sup-
port of elections fade away when it 
comes to Honduras? It should not. It 
must not. 

A stable, secure, democratic Hon-
duras is what is in the best interest of 
the United States. This election that 
will take place on November 29 offers 
us the perfect opportunity for this to 
happen—free, fair, democratic elec-
tions. I urge the State Department to 
encourage international observers to 
participate in these upcoming elec-

tions, and I encourage my fellow col-
leagues to go to Honduras for them-
selves. Go now and go for the elections. 
See for yourselves what we are dealing 
with and the impact that the U.S. pol-
icy is having on a democratic ally, a 
friend of the United States. 

Again, I welcome all of my col-
leagues to join me tomorrow for a 
briefing with members of the Honduran 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal. Let de-
mocracy take root once again in Hon-
duras. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GRAYSON addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, throughout my tenure in Con-
gress, I have worked to raise awareness 
about the devastating impact of domes-
tic violence. I rise again this evening 
to recognize the month of October as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. Each year I visit the House 
floor to speak about this topic, I hope 
that there will be some signs of 
progress in the fight against domestic 
violence, but sadly, Americans still 
suffer from its effects. 

As I have reminded my colleagues, 
often we assume that acts of domestic 
violence don’t occur in our own com-
munities or to people we know or fami-
lies that live down the street. Last 
year, I shared the story of a young 
woman from my hometown in Kansas 
named Jana Mackey, and today I would 
like to provide you with an update of 
her story. 

Jana was born July 20, 1982, in Harp-
er, Kansas. She was an active member 
of 4–H, an athlete, and a talented musi-
cian. Upon graduation from high 
school, she completed a bachelor’s de-
gree, where she discovered her pas-
sion—advocating for others. Jana went 
on to pursue a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Kansas and fought for equal-
ity and social justice through her work 
with countless organizations, including 
volunteer work at Lawrence, Kansas’ 
GaDuGi SafeCenter, a shelter that aids 
victims of sexual assault and domestic 
violence. But on July 3, 2008, Jana’s 
own life was ended by an act of domes-
tic violence. 

Since her death, Jana’s parents, Curt 
and Christie Brungardt, started the 
Eleven Hundred Torches campaign to 
inspire others to continue Jana’s admi-
rable work. The goal was to encourage 
1,100 people to carry on Jana’s torch 
through civic engagement and vol-
unteerism. As of this month, I am 

happy to report the campaign logged 
its 1,100th volunteer, but Jana’s work 
still remains unfinished. 

Jana’s story proves that no State, 
community or family is immune from 
domestic violence. Domestic violence 
does not discriminate based upon gen-
der, race, age, education or social sta-
tus, and its plague wreaks havoc on our 
day-to-day lives within our commu-
nities and our overflowing criminal 
justice system. 

Every year, there are more than 4 
million new incidents of domestic vio-
lence reported in the United States, 
with many more unaccounted for due 
to fear and intimidation. Of those 4 
million reported cases, nearly 100,000 
Kansans fall victim to domestic vio-
lence each year. 

While we make gains in raising 
awareness about domestic violence and 
providing assistance to affected vic-
tims, there is still much work to be 
done. Whether we are part of a business 
providing a service, such as refur-
bishing cell phones for women in do-
mestic emergencies, or volunteers do-
nating time to local domestic violence 
centers, we all can do more to end do-
mestic violence. I encourage my House 
colleagues to seek out a center, a shel-
ter, or an organization in their district 
or State and to further engage on this 
issue. 

This October, let us remember the 
victims of domestic violence and learn 
from their courage as we do our best to 
ensure that our communities are a safe 
place to live, work, and raise families. 
I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing October as Domestic Vi-
olence Awareness Month. 

Madam Speaker, I ask for continued 
support and assistance for domestic vi-
olence prevention programs. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 
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